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I still vividly remember the day in September, 1980,
when I received a telephone call informing me of the visit
of Professor Wu Cheng-yih to Nikko. At that time I was the
curator of the branch botanical garden of the University of
Tokyo in Nikko, Japan. On the next day I met Professor Wu for
the first time as we walked together in and around the botanical
garden in rainy and chilly weather. Despite the weather he
was eager to discover tiny herbs of Aster, Isodon and other

Asteraceae and Lamiaceae.

As we were walking in the field, he asked me about my

interests. I told him of my impressions of the alpine flora and 1989fF, AFFZ (H) . 2MWPBE (£) 5
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vegetation of the eastern Himalaya and of the species diversity i
in particular in Rhodiola and Arenaria. | had been to that areas during the summer season in 1972 and 1977 as "
a member of the research team organized by the late Professor Hiroshi Hara of the University of Tokyo. 'ﬁi"
Professor Wu appeared to be excited about my interest in alpine plants. Then, he asked about my interest g
in the Chinese flora. At that time I was studying species diversity and classification of Rhodiola and related £
genera of Crassulaceae. Those genera are concentrated in the alpine zone of western China, including Yunnan, /E\
Sichuan and Tibet, so that it was absolutely impossible to avoid his question. ;ﬁ

Since 1983 I had started new field work in the Himalaya of Nepal. One of the main purposes was to S
study the alpine flora using various techniques. I invited Mr. Wu Su-gong, Kunming, to our research in Nepal.

After that I visited Kunming for the first time in 1987, Professors Wu Cheng-yih and Zhou Jun organized
a joint botanical research with Professor Kunio Iwatsuki, University of Tokyo, who brought me a member.

The next year, in 1988, probably through the courtesy of Wu Cheng-yih, Wu Su-gong and Iwatsuki, I
participated in comprehensive scientific research in the Kunlun Mountains under the auspices of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. I was the only foreign participant.

I believe that Professor Wu had kept our talk at Nikko in his mind. At that time I expressed my hope to

study the alpine flora in northwestern China. While staying in Kunming, I met Professor Wu several times.

In our talks about the Sino-Himalaya as a floristic region and its origin and diversity, we discussed deeply the
discontinuity of vertical zonation of the vegetation. In the Sino-Himalaya, a so-called cool temperate forest
zone consisting of deciduous broadleaved trees does not exist. Our discussion focused on this phenomenon

and potential reasons. I still suppose that zonal extension of deciduous vegetation might have been impossible 199



under the extremely rapid uplift of the Tibetan Plateau.

Since 1988 I have sent various research teams to the alpine areas in the Sino-Himalayan region in
collaboration with the Department of Forestry and Soils, Nepal, the Kunming Institute of Botany, and others.

During the 15th International Botanical Congress, Yokohama in 1993, David Boufford and I organized
a symposium on the Sino-Japanese Floristic Region (Boufford and Ohba 1998). Professor Wu addressed
‘Delineation and unique features of the Sino-Japanese Floristic region” (Wu 1998).

In the same year, 1993, the first paper on the phylogenetics of flowering plants by Chase et al. appeared.
This marked a new epoch in botany. Professor Wu was stupendously busy to accomplish his ‘eight class
system’ of angiosperms, and engaged in publishing volume 17, the first volume to appear, of the English
version of the Flora of China by Wu and Raven, containing the Verbenaceae, Lamiaceae and Solanaceae,
which was published in 1994.

Under such circumstances Wu prepared his comprehensive lecture on the Sino-Japanese Floristic region.
I think this is an important paper that discusses the features and delimitation of the Sino-Himalayan region
following Takhtajan (1986). Professor Wu added the Eastern Himalaya North Wing Province as one of the
floristic provinces in China. I remember our discussions on the framework of the Sino-Himalayan region.

I visited Kunming in 1996 on the occasion of the celebration of his 80th birthday. After that I had no

chance to meet him again. For me the Sino-Himalaya was still enigmatic, but this might be him.
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