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Prof. Cheng-yi Wu

Jin Murata

Professor and Director, Botanical Gardens, Graduate School of Science, University of Tokyo.

I visited Kunming Institute of Botany in 1979 but I met Prof. C. Y. Wu for the first time in Tokyo in
1980. After the reform and door-opening policies of Chinese government started in 1978, exchange program
of scientists was promoted between China and Japan and Prof. Wu came to Japan in exchange with Prof.
Kunio Iwatsuki. Prof. Wu traveled Tokyo and Kyoto with Prof. Iwatsuki and one of the places to visit was
our Botanical Gardens, the University of Tokyo. It is interesting that Dr. Chien-Chang Hsu was included
in the photograph. Dr. Hsu was a specialist of Gramineae came from Taiwan and a friend of Dr. Takashi
Yamazaki who was an associate professor of the Botanical Gardens. Dr. Hsu seemed to be invited by Dr.
Yamazaki for good communication. I was just a new researcher at the Botanical Gardens and had produced
only three papers on the systematics of Arisaema (Araceae). When I met Prof. Wu I thanked him for the
field guide offered by the people from Kunming Institute when I visited Kunming in 1979 and presented
my papers to him. Soon after that, I visited Kunming again in 1981 in a group tour to the field but our stay
in the Institute was too short and I do not remember if I met Prof. Wu at the Institute or not. Anyway, to my
surprise, he sent me the reprint of his paper describing a new genus Sinoadoxa (Adoxaceae) in 1982 as if |
were an established botanist. This encouraged me greatly.

I published an infrageneric classification of the genus Arisaema as a Ph.D thesis in 1984 and a
synopsis of Tripterospermum (Gentianaceae) in 1989. These works included many Chinese species but were

made mostly based on the observation of herbaria in Japan and in the western countries. In the Harvard

A photograph was taken
in the Botanical Gardens,
the University of Tokyo in
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University Herbaria, however, 1 found many specimens sent from China, some of which were identified by
Prof. Wu.

In 1993, following the International Botanical Congress held in Yokohama, Japan, Flora of China
editorial meeting was held in Nikko. At that time I was working at the Botanical Gardens, Nikko,
and prepared the facilities for the meeting. It was a valuable chance for me to become acquainted
with representative Chinese botanists. Prof. Wu hoped to bring back live Pteridophyllum racemosum
(Papaveraceae in APG III system now but recognized as a monotypic family Pteridophyllaceae by Prof.
Wu) endemic to Japan. Fortunately we had a good collection of Pteridophyllum in the Nikko Gardens and I
could give it to him.

Since 1993 I have made formal field studies on the flora of Yunnan in coordination with Dr. Sugong
Wu many times. On the other hand I examined the herbarium in the Kunming Institute extensively. One
of the most impressive things at the herbarium was Prof. Wu’s card database. It was stored together with
herbarium specimens in the cabinet. Every card is filled with Prof. Wu’s handwriting. Following plant name
with reference, taxonomic comments are given. | was very surprised at the accuracy of the comments and
knew Prof. Wu’s profound knowledge of plants and systematics. In writing this article I am very happy to
know that the database is still stored in the library of the Kunming Institute of Botany.

Although I have not been very close to Prof. Wu Chengyi, he sent me new years greetings every

spring. I am most thankful for his implicit encouragements and botanical suggestions.
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