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I would start this memorial article to the late Professor Wu Chengyi with a personal relationship
between him and myself. I actually met with him at the first time in 1980 when he visited Japan under then
newly formed scholar exchange programme in the mutual collaboration between the Chinese Academy
of Sciences and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Sciences. I was then sent to China in this bilateral
scholar exchange system. Before the mutual collaboration project was signed between the above two
organizations, we already established our own cultural collaboration programme of the scientists between
Kunming and Kyoto, and scholar exchange programme was actively on the way; Professors Zang Mu and
Wu Sugong from Kunming Institute of Botany were invited to Kyoto for their botanical works in 1980 and
1981, respectively.

The first visit of Professor Wu Chengyi to Japan was for just a couple of weeks, and he traveled from

Tokyo to the Kyoto area in that brief visit. | was accompanied with him throughout his stay in Japan that

time, and actually I had an honor of his stay at my house while he was in Kyoto. In Kyoto, we had even a i

field observation in Kibune-Kurama area with Professor Siro Kitamura, already retired professor emeritus s
. Ill“ e

at that time. 'f

Under a warm atmosphere expecting to develop a mutual collaboration between KIB and Japanese
botanists, I first visited Kunming in December, 1980. It was just after the so-called cultural revolution
became to the end, and the judge was reported on TV for the four key persons of that revolution. Since then,

actually, the collaboration in biodiversity research was promoted between the botanists in both countries,
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and Professor Wu Chengyi’s contribution in this area was really great. I myself visited China more than
20 times in all, and in most of these visits I was in Kunming. Nearly every time in Kunming, I could have
chances to be with Professor Wu, in addition to some other chances to see him in various places on the earth
outside China. And, I learned a lot from him in these valuable occasions.

I myself am a pteridologist in a strict sense, and had close collaboration in Kunming with Professor
Wu Su-gong, who served as an assistant to Professor Wu Chengyi for more than half a century since they
were in Beijing. It is quite a pity to note that Professor Wu Sugong also passed away in the same year as
Professor Wu Chengyi, as if Wu Sugong examined the way for Wu Chengyi to serve as a good guide in the
World of Hades. I believe that the two Wus are now together in the West Heaven, or the Paradise, full of
flowers and green, and enjoy botany in such an ideal place.

Actual scientific collaboration was with Professor Wu Sugong and his group for my work in China.
Not only in various places in Yunnan province, we made joint field surveys with Wu Sugong and his
colleagues also in Szechuan (Mt Omei) and Hainan, and we had chances to share our scientific data to each
other with actual discussions in person in the herbaria in Kunming, Beijing, Kyoto and Tokyo. We could
have successful contributions to our knowledge of the pteridology in East Asia, and such fruitful results
were based on a warm and continuous administrative support from Professor Wu Chengyi.

There were a variety of difficulty to be overcome for us to promote our collaboration in biodiversity
research, and we could always trust Professor Wu Chengyi’s ideal treatment with his influence in
administration. He himself continued his botanical work until he left our world, and I could meet him to
visit his house even in his last years nearly every time when I visited Kunming.

It should not be my duty to introduce the whole work of Professor Wu Chengyi in details, for his
great contributions to botany should be summarized by the Chinese colleagues actually worked in close
collaboration with him. And, I would note briefly about his honor to be awarded the International Cosmos
Prize.

Professor Wu Chengyi is the recipient of the International Cosmos Prize in 1999. I found that he was
not very popular at that time even among the plant taxonomists in the global conspectus, and this was true
for all the Chinese botany at that time. I understood that the award of this prize let him know better to the
western biologists.

The International Cosmos Prize is awarded for excellent research and other endeavors recognized as
contributing to a significant understanding of the relationships among living organisms, the independence
of life and the global environment, and the common nature integrating these relationships. The excellence
should be characterized by a global perspective under the concepts and principles of ‘The Harmonious
Coexistence between Nature and Mankind’. The selection of recipient is based on the conditions of 1)
inclusive and integrated methodology and approach, in contrast to analytic and reductive methodologies, 2)
a global perspective, and 3) a long-term vision which leads to further developments, rather than solutions to
limited problems.

Concerning to the item 2) above, Professor Wu’s works are mostly on the Chinese plants, but the

International Cosmos Prize explains that the contribution must have universal significance or applicability,



if the focus is on a particular phenomenon or specific area. Actually, Professor Wu worked mostly on
Chinese plants but his contributions had a great impact to the understanding of plant worlds in global
conspectus. Professor Wu made detailed and accurate observations on many groups of Chinese plants and
edited floristic revisions for many taxa, and then drew up various phytogeographic ideas to understand the
plant world from his standpoint mostly on Chinese plants. We could learn from him on the actual results
of his observations on the facts of plants as well as on the technological contributions to develop his own
botanical concept.

Research on plant diversity often focus on a specific area to analyze the particular fact carefully, but
the excellent researches in this area are proceeded with global conspectus, as every species of plants is
directly or indirectly related to all the other species on the earth. Professor Wu Chengyi contributed a lot to
the understanding of plant world based on his detailed research of the Chinese members.

I would show my respectful condolence to the death of our great botanist, Professor Wu Chengyi, and

his beloved family members.
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